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The Role of Athletics in Deterring Bullying and Encouraging Respect

ByRima Sheehab, MHS student

The values of respectcsaelfrol, and pression of friendly competiton s hovi ng anot her te
simple honesty should be nurturedhnough basketball, football, volleybalftime. Each individual athlete is re-
the participation of athletics becauand lacrosse. It is about cohesivespsasalsle for his or her own actions and
they help build character in athletes team and respect for other playessrds that come out of his or her own
students, and members of our comvhile enjoying oneself in a fair andnyosith. Reverence for another team
nity. Unfortunately, at all levels of environment. and the deterrence of bullying other
schooling and social interaction, the act players in an athletic game can be goals
of bullying exists, regardless of badkrough personal experience, | knibnat athletes and their teams can work
ground, ethnicity, religion, or age. that during a game or practice, eman together. When a team works col-
According to the Merriam Webstettions can run high and the excitementively to support positive values and
dictionary, the definition of bullyingpisthe game can bring to the table &dialthy athletic atmosphere for every-
Oto treat one abositvé aneriegative chardcteristiosmfit & ingcb easiem than taking on the
type of negative action toward anadhgreople. However, the way we, &nture alone.

person. Within schools, the force bthletes, take control of our actions,

hind eliminating bullying should fir¢ghdeghts, and words, affects not oMHS junior Rima Sheehab won "honora

through the students, since one ofaurteam, but the audience, referefintion” for the Mass. Interscholastic A
_ . |l etic Associationd
own is most affected by it. After esigimnents, and coaches. Our resgﬁ(&trtsmanship Essay/Multimedia Conte

lishing a momentum, our actions stoowther athletes carries over to délbyr essay was published in the MIAA bc
then be reinforced by concerned pife and the way other people percti{gd: The Role of Athletics in Deterring

Bullying and Encouraging Respect, Spo
manship: A Game Plan for Life, Volume
Athletics as a whole is not-enane

ents and the school administrationtheir sel€onfidence and-sslfeem.

Students are often encouraged to ggotr-as some may think. It involves
ate a general level of respect for allveryone on that field, track, court, or
Whether in work or play, respect igptw whether we like it or not.
cornerstone of an effective system of

values. Though there are many pliacathletics, bullying and respect for
where the deterrence of bullying cathbes is not simply committing a pre-

initiated, the sports arena is one ohtbditated foul against the opponent, it
core stages to start good habits. Atnelbe refusing to congratulate the oth-

ics is about physical exercise as aardeam on their efforts in the game, or
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The Medway Public Schog
are now accepting nominar-

to the town and/or school

tions for names to be placéccommunity. Through their

on the Memorial School
Plaque.

Nominations must be sub-
mitted to the Office of the

Superintendent, 45 Hollistor

Street, Medway, MA 02053,
not later than April 29, 2011
A nomination form can be
downloaded from the
school department website
at http://
www.medwayschools.org/
index.htm.

Candidates for inclusion on

behavior and character, th

candidate can be shown tg
be/have been an excellent
role model. This person,

through service, volunteer;

the Memorial School plagye ism or dedication has mad
must have made a significar Medway school or town lif¢

D

D
L

OoF ANOA .11

s or memorable contribution

better for those who follow.

Residents, past or present,
who have sacrificed their

lives or freedom in service to
their country, either as mem-

bers of the military or as ci-
vilians contributing to mili-

tary or peace efforts may also

be nominated.
The

didates or their families to
advise them that a nomina-
tion has been made. The
Medway School Committee
will vote on the nominations

superintende
shall send a letter to the can-

in May or June and a celebra-

€ tion ceremony will be held in

the fall.

(Continued from page 1)

for other purposes, such as
writerso
writing poetry through the use
of such websites as Read-

WriteThink.org. They are also

looking into using this tool to
supplement their science and

social studies curriculum and to
introduce students to beginning

research skills.

The C.0.W.s have certainly
brought much enthusiasm for

technology into the classroom.

In the words of one first grade
class, O0These
mil k, they bri

wor ks
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Proposed FY12 School Budget Under Review

The school department presentediieview the proposal. The difficult jab the available revenue becomes clear
proposed school budget request fof ladancing town and school needs in the coming months, the school
20112012 school year at a public adrdimited resources means that depgintment looks forward to working

ing on March 3, 2011. This budgehoices will have to be made. Thelusaly with the school committee,
included potential reduced staffingoadget will be presented for Medwayvn and elected officials to make good
expense levels for the - 20MP, in  resident consideration at the annu@doices about how we can best allocate
accordance with the Board of Selecimemeeting in early May 2011. funds to meet the needs of both munici-

Budget Policy. , i . pal and school departments, while at
. _ _ While the potential budget containg,e same time trying to maintain as
The school committee will meet insignificant cuts, it is important to Ni&-h of our existing programs and ser-

coming weeks with the Board of Statthe total FY12 state aid to schgals o5 possible.
men and the Finance Committee tand towns is not known at this time.

In-District Per Pupil Expenditure By Function FY10
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This chart highlights the tdistrict perpupil spending for the Medway Public Schools and the in
district state average for all districts in FY10 ( the-2009 school year), which is the most re-

cent data available on the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education website. As yo!
can see, in all categories the district spends far less than the state averagdisirait cate-

gories of spending. Please note that dollar amounts include all town funding for school function
The MPS FY10 total average jpapil expenditure was $10,964, while the state average was
$13,092, which places Medway in the bottom 20% of school districts in the state.
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S h | The bad news is that most school distidteelative to our income is a bit lower
C OO in Massachusetts still must cut budgetisan average. Bmostly because
annually, aﬁvailable revenues are nibtedway has so little commercial/industrial

- Vd
A | d e . W slufficitnt tofCpver projected costs. Tipeopertyd we have a much lower property
longterm solution to this prob&now value than the state average, raising our

Cream and to adequately and sustainably fund pgblee of Chapter 70 aid. So Medway gets ¢
educatiod@is yet unanswered and certhiglyetharaverage slice of pie.

beyond the scope of what you are reading

Sugar nowé.that is, unlTdsst B Nsa i ad| rthged

nodded off. proposed 2012 budget ($24,042,534 with
regular and special ed. transportation)
How much Chapter 70 aid will be allosateld be funded from the sources
to all Massachusetts school districtseachd i cat ed i n pidese
| warn the reader at the outset that thi¥gar traces back toBtiecation Reform &wrts: As you can see, Chapter 70 aid has
piece may not be your proverbial Cuprflgg,aNhiCh we in the business refefftoded an increasingly larger portion of the
tea. Butshould you decidetoreado® 8@ O Ed Ref or mo.  slcrh 02001 1d,e pGhr & prteenrt 670
may behoove you to have a cup of stiag pegged to cover 41% of thedstals i X year s. And it f
coffee handy, unless you are specificaflgducatiofor all school districts in theaxpayers have funded a smaller share
using this as bedtime reading (and a ft#ie. Altosts of educat®nNope. during the same period. This was not luck.
prescription sleep aid). Under Ed Ref or m, Int2009,the staeintrddgsceddaagwaneansn
of education calculates for each schoof determining wealth for Chapter 70 aid
This is a basic primer on what is meagisiyct a Foundation Budgeended
school aid in Massachusetts, or the fundingr e p rmingnanspendiagt h

that school districts in gedenadl the  |evel needed to provide an adequat 2006

By David Verdolino, Assistant
Superintendent

Chapter 70 Aic

Medway Public Schoolsinparficulare ducat i oné (t hei s | i n
receive from the Commonwealth in - Communities who decide that their

support of public education. Asthe ¢ hi | drenés educa r e
districtds financaihal oard miimusnt rsagpte V ot

16 years, | can attest that a detailed to do so. The state average actual rexpayer
understanding of this topic requires ngpending by districts is about 20% {  runds (6s%
than this brief essay. My intention is the minimum; Medway Public Scho $13,269,67¢
give you either: (a) a working knowlegigéut 15% over the minimum. And-ure
of where these funds come from,how4 1 % doesndt cover transportation (sc
allocations are determined, and the bus) costs at all; they are the
relevant implications for the Medway responsibility of each school distric{ 2012
Public Schools; or (b) the precursor to a
good nightods sl eelpis4l%isquantifieccimteymsofe
dol | ar s, and bec
A sizable part o fannudhbridgettagChgpfers70 fidig
billion in the current year (out of a $28chool districts. Now think of itas g e
billion total), is legally established in (with $4 billion in Chapter 70 aid, it | sis.us.05c
Massachusetts General Laws ChaptejefQ,very largée). So the state cuts
entitledSchool Funds and State Aid fopiytdial Chapter 70 aid) into slices
Schoolghich is why we in the businesghares for each district), with a special,
often refer to 0Génadrdaiteright?00fcirskéot. It I n the | ast
few years (as t hdooksatshd felativeavialtH ohe@ch ¢ purpasédequallysweighting property and
economic recession), the amountof gatemmu ni t y; wi t h dngame astl dissussecbabaye. Ag airasut,
money available to fund Chapter&’0 adgual proportions of property values 4 state has contributed a larger share of
even at $4 billiérhas not kept pace wifaicome. The higher the wealth, the I@igrrelative to Medway taxpayers, which if
districtsd risi naheai@ thissSan ovenielglit (ridhe C taal oendsdike a pretty good thing....it is!
Massachusettsd s tconimurity does Aeedotbig & dlide ofAnd as you can also see, duringytir six
public education, it has not cut Chaptgre/&id). Medway residents earn,onp er i od , Medwayds Che
nearly as drastically as other programg/trage, slightly higher than the stateat a far higher rate (57%) than did our
balance its finangekageincomd, Borolr8hare of CHanid 1004 B8NS -

Chapter 70 Aic
(419,
$9,898,504
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(Continued from page 5)

school department budget (22%gyes open, literally and figuratigly, 1

. . . recommend the Department of
There is discussion of revising the o , + ar y and Se

Chapter 70 aid mechanism in th%v@bsitewww.doe.mass.edu(ou
ture. It needs to happen. This S\F find tons of data for all distri
tem was introduced nearly twenty,q f yretail, plainglish explar

years ago and many of the cost ggns ahout Chapter 70 dittat/
sumptions in the Foundation Bu cel.doe.mass.edu/chapter

are either outdated, no longer rele-
vant, oboth Moreover, what doegfiyyou have a particular point of
say when the state average spemdiagis or question about some

minimum, but because districts are a call at (508) 8222 or drop

Ele-
condary

K:Eor more details
on the 20112012

'Medway Public

Em-

fBchools Proposed

on public education is 20% abovspbeific, please feel free to eith rg

ive

udget, please

Educatffi

obligated only to meet the minimona,an-enail at .. .
many districts are held to jusd that _ Visit our website
minimum. Fortunately, Medway §¥erdolino@medway.k12.ma.u
not one of those communities thi¥€ could have a discussion ove 3
spends the miniCHPmOdn Ciofd eenifitdod@ds ! 011 |
education. pie). http//
You have now completed my very
basic introduction into school aid in WWW. medwaySCh
Massachusetts and Medway. In the
interest of brevity, | only skimmed OOlS.OI’g/.
the surface of this complex topic.
Should you have any interest in learn-
ing more, you may really be in need
of a good nightods sl eep. Buf if vyou
seek additional information with your
2006 2012 % Increase
Chapter 70 Aid to Medwa$ 6,292,863% 9,898,504 57%
MPS Budget (less trans-$ 18,815,443%23,023,230 22%
portation, which is not |n-
cluded in Chapter 70)
Portion of school budget 33% 43%
funded by Chapter 70

Cr e



